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What is the FSA?
The Florida Standards Assessment (FSA)

 FSA is an authentic assessment that includes more than just multiple choice 
questions. 

 Students will be expected to respond to multiple choice questions, create 
graphs, write and respond in different ways than on other traditional tests.

 Will prepare Florida students for success in college, career, and in life by 
emphasizing analytical thinking.

 Measures student mastery of the standards taught.

 Meets high quality standards for assessment, including reliability and validity 
for a variety of accountability purposes.

 Emphasizes critical thinking.



FSA Test Dates 

English Language Arts (Reading) Assessment
(April 1-12, 2018)

Mathematics Session 
(May 1-14, 2018) 





FSA  

Grade/Subject Administration Time Number of Sessions** Paper Based

3 ELA 80 minutes 2 Yes

3 Math 80 minutes 2 Yes

** All sessions are administered over two days

3rd grade – will not be assessed in writing 

Sessions and Times

Test Length
Grade/Course Number of Items

3 56-66



Number of Words per Passage

The length and complexity of texts should vary within each grade-level assessment. The table 
below suggests an approximate word count range for a text or text set. 

Grade Level Number of Words

3rd Grade 100-700

4th Grade 100-900

5th Grade 200-1000

6th Grade 200-1100

7th Grade 300-1100

8th Grade 350-1200



FSA Achievement Levels



Promotion Requirements

 2018-2019: 
Mandatory Retention Year

Achievement Level 3 in ELA

Portfolio

SAT-10

Summer Academy



Portfolio
Portfolio is an alternative assessment that can 
be used for promotion to 4th grade if a student 
does not pass the FSA



How does Portfolio work?

• The portfolio assesses the ELA standards through science 
and social studies content. The ELA skills are taught 
during our ELA block, and incorporated in our science and 
social studies instruction.

• Between now and May, the 3rd grade students will 
complete four social studies units, and four science units. 
At the end of each unit there will be a summative project. 
These projects are how we measure the students’ mastery 
of the ELA standards.

• There are 2 nonfiction science cycles, 2 nonfiction social 
studies cycles, 2 literature science cycles, and 2 literature 
social studies cycles.



How is my student assessed during 
portfolio?

• During each cycle, the students will be given two chances to 
show mastery of the ELA standards. The first will be a 
multiple choice assessment. The second will be the 
summative project.

• The students need to show a 75% mastery for each of the 
standards over all four nonfiction and four literature cycles 
on either the multiple choice assessment or the summative 
project.



What does this look like for my child?

• Each Cycle takes about 10-12 days to complete. We 
spend the first four to five days instructing on the 
science or social studies concept. During this 
instruction, we reinforce the ELA skills. The skills we 
reinforce will depend on whether the cycle is an 
informational text cycle, or a literature cycle. The next 
six to seven days will be spent completing the multiple 
choice assessment and the summative project.
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Multiple Choice Items

 For these items, choose the best answer from the 
answer choices, and fill in one bubble for the correct 
answer.

 Example: 



Multiselect Items

 For these items, choose more than one correct 
answer from the answer choices, and fill in the 
bubbles for more than one correct answer. Be sure 
to read the item carefully to know how many 
correct answers to choose.

 Example:
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Selectable Text Items

 Excerpted sentences from 
the text are presented in 
this item type.

 Part A might ask the student 
to make an analysis or an 
inference and part B might 
require the student to select 
the text that supports the 
answer.

 These items may have one 
or two parts.
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Editing Task Choice

 For editing items, students choose the correct word or 
phrase that should replace the underlined word or 
phrase from a set of options. 

 One option will always be “correct as is”.
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Two-Part 

Item Example
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Two-Part Items

 The two parts of the item may be either multiple-choice (one 
correct answer) or multiselect (more than one correct answer), so 
be sure to read the item carefully to know how many correct 
answers to choose.



Table Match Task 

This item type presents options in columns and rows. 
Options may include words, phrases, sentences, 
quotations, line/paragraph/passage number, or images.  



Multiple Choice Items

 For these items, you’ll choose the best answer from the answer 
choices, and fill in one bubble for the correct answer.

 Example:
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Multiselect Items

 For these items, choose more than one correct answer from the 
answer choices, and fill in the bubbles for more than one 
correct answer. Be sure to read the item carefully to know how 
many correct answers to choose.
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Equation Editor Items

 For these items, the student fills 
in bubbles indicating numbers 
and mathematical symbols to 
create a response.
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Selectable Hot Text Items

 Excerpted sentences from the text are presented in this item type.

 The student fills in bubbles to indicate which sentences are correct .
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Matching Items

 This item type presents options in columns and rows.

 The student is directed to fill in a bubble that matches a correct 
option from a column with a correct option from a row. 

24



Score Reporting

 Scores for the 2018-2019 assessments will be released 
in June 2019

 Schools will receive a paper score report after scores 
are distributed to the districts. Parents/families must 
request a copy from the school.

 Overall score for each subject

 Student’s Achievement Level

 Percentile Rank

 More specific content-area scores



A+ Parent Resources

http://fsassessments.org/

http://www.bealearninghero.org/

http://achievethecore.org

http://fsassessments.org/
http://www.bealearninghero.org/
http://achievethecore.org/


How can I help my child at home? 

1. Ask about school and visit teacher website on a daily basis.

2. Help infuse what is being learned in class at home.

3. READ with children at least 30 minutes each day. Students can then use the books read at home, 
and take tests at school using  Accelerated Reader (AR) program. 

4. Use computer websites:

1. Power School– keep up-to-date with student progress

2. Usatestprep.com

3. iReady

4. ThinkCentral.com

5. www.cpalms.org

6. http://fsassessments.org/ Use this website to read about updates, and have your child 
complete the training tests in both Reading and Math. 

http://fsassessments.org/


Questions??


