Dear Middle School Franklin Families,
We are pleased to announce that Franklin Academy students in grades 6-8, will
participate in a yearlong reading incentive based on the Sunshine State Young Reader’s
Award. These books are selected by librarians and teachers from around the state of
Florida. The Sunshine State Youth Reader’s Award Program’s (SSYRA) primary
purpose is to foster each student’s appreciation of quality literature, hopefully leading
him or her to discover that reading is an enjoyable and rewarding activity. We are
recommending all students read 2-3 books over the summer to prevent the summer
slide. “The Summer Slide” is what happens when skills learned throughout the school
year are lost or diminished during the summer break. It is vital that all students practice
their reading skills during the summer months.
To help prevent our Franklin Scholars from doing too much sliding this summer and to
prepare them for a first marking period project, we’ve compiled some tips and
resources for parents. A selection of books for each grade has been carefully put
together by your child’s Teaching Team; these titles have all been chosen by using the
upcoming curriculum as a guide. Additionally, we have included some optional
reading guides for note taking. All of these contribute to the student’s overall ability to
think critically, to write creatively and to make valuable intellectual connections. Upon
returning to school in August, students will continue their book study with
differentiated assignments within their ELA courses.
Our students are looking forward to reading a few of these titles. They have been
introduced to the books during their ELA class! Teachers have shared the
recommended summer book to help them get a head start this fall. We can’t wait to see
what other books will be read and shared when we get back in August! If you should
have questions, ideas, or concerns, please email me at: young.katherine@franklinacademy.org.

Happy Reading,

Mrs. Young
Reading Specialist

Required For Upcoming School Year
Upon returning to school, students will discuss and analyze literary elements and complete a book project. Middle school students
are required read the book for their rising grade level so they are prepared for literary discussions and projects in August.

Grade
Rising

6th

Graders

Book Title and Author
The Lightening Thief
By: Rick Riordan

Rising 7th Graders

Drums, Girls, and Dangerous Pies
By: Jordan Sonnenblick

Rising 8th Graders

Red Kayak
By: Priscilla Cummings

Please use double sided notes to help you recall and organize your thinking. Your
notes may be typed or handwritten neatly on lined paper. These notes are due on
Friday, August 16th 2019 to your ELA teacher.

Character
Setting

Conflict

Theme

Identify main characters in the text. Use textual evidence to analyze
their traits and qualities.
Identify one of the main settings in the text. Argue whether or not
this is an ideal setting. Provide textual evidence that supports your
thinking using quotes.
Identify the main conflict (internal and/or external) of the book.
Decide whether it is man vs. man, man vs. society, man vs. nature, or
man vs. self. Explain how the conflict is or is not resolved in the
story and how it impacts the characters. Cite textual evidence by
directly quoting the text using quotation marks and page numbers.
Identify a theme in the novel and textual evidence that supports the
theme by directly quoting the text using quotation marks and page
numbers. Explain how the textual evidence supports the theme you
identified.

SSYRA Grades 6-8

