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LANGUAGE POLICY



MISSION STATEMENT

Our mission is to challenge students and staff to take positive action that
impacts our world. The Franklin Academy community engages and empowers
students to become life-long learners, teaching them to think critically and
globally. We create citizens who will lead by example, appreciate and respect
diversity, reflect thoughtfully, and celebrate success. Our students exhibit strong
character and intellect along with a willingness to serve others within our global
community.

PHILOSOPHY

At Franklin Academy, we believe that language development is the
responsibility of all stakeholders including students, teachers, staff,
administrators, families, and the community.  Language learning includes
reading, writing, speaking and listening. Franklin Academy firmly supports the
International Baccalaureate and adheres to the requirement that all PYP and
MYP students participate in a foreign language unless the students need to be
in an Intensive Reading course due to state test scores. Our language of
instruction at Franklin Academy is English. We currently offer Spanish for
Beginners, Spanish 1 and Spanish 2 (high school level courses) as Language
Acquisition courses. Our plan is to offer other foreign language courses in the
future. Our goal is to provide a rigorous education model while fully supporting
the cultural diversity and population that we serve. We have identified the
importance of language development and its correlation to holistic learning
and growth of the whole student. The language policy committee is made up
of teachers, leadership staff, and administrators from our International
Baccalaureate Middle Years Programme and Primary Years Programme (IB
MYP/PYP) who developed this document in order to outline the key
components of our Language Policy.

Language of Instruction

The primary language of instruction at Franklin Academy is English. We also
teach Spanish starting in Kindergarten for 45 minutes a week. Additionally, we
integrate Spanish language in our day to day, including key phrases,
vocabulary and songs. In MYP students take a Spanish course each year of



the programme.

Language A – Primary language of instruction; English

We believe oral, written, and visual language permeates the whole curriculum.
Language is the medium through which the entire curriculum is taught and
learned. It
facilitates communication and incorporates the skills of reading, writing,
speaking, listening, and media literacy. There is a reciprocal relationship
between using inquiry to facilitate language and using language to facilitate
inquiry. All students are provided a safe, nurturing, language-rich environment
that supports learning as well as social, emotional development and well-being.
Our school community benefits from access to different cultures, perspectives
and languages, which increase cultural awareness and
international-mindedness. We value and encourage students to respect the
language, literature, and culture of their home country. We strive to create a
caring language community in which all students feel accepted and
supported, thereby feeling confident to be courageous.

Language A support:

- English for Speakers of Other Languages (ESOL) receive differentiated
instruction and assessments within their Language Arts class in order to develop
proficiency in reading, writing, and listening in the English Language. ESOL
students exit the ESOL program once they have reached a level 5 on the ESOL
test. They are also given accommodations for official assessments including
extra time and dictionaries.

- For PYP, low proficiency students who obtain a score of 1 or 2 on the Florida
Comprehensive Assessment Test (FCAT) Reading assessment receive
additional small group intervention from trained specialists during their regular
Language Arts class. (Tier 2 and Tier 3)

- For MYP, according to the matrix recommended by Palm Beach County
Public Schools, students who scored low on the standardized state assessment
will be assigned to an Intensive Reading class in addition to their Language
and Literature course. Intensive Reading classes will replace the Language



Acquisition class required by IB due to county requirements. Intensive reading
classes are relatively small in size in order to provide the support needed for
the identified deficiencies. The goal of the Intensive Reading class is to assist
students in meeting the grade level standards.

- In MYP, The goal of Language Acquisition is to support students as they
become proficient in a second language and can achieve bilingual
proficiency. Language Acquisition courses will follow the pre- described IB
aims and objects set forth by IB.

- School based team referral system in place (RTI SUPPORT). The school based
team use a checklist with 6 weeks of collected work samples of level 1
classroom interventions to identify students who are struggling to reach
proficiency. They come together as a team to create a progress monitoring
plan and assign the student to Tier 2 reading intervention. The team will
collaborate and come up with differentiated small group instructional
guidance.

- Web-based support and resources: students have access to a number of
web-based programs that support instruction in Language A, such as
IReady.

- A Reading Coach plays an important role in providing teachers support in
implementing the program by locating and providing needed resources, and
conducting in-school workshops. The Reading Coach also assists teachers
and administration in testing students and monitoring their progress. She
distributes, collects and analyzes district-mandated assessments and provides
data chats to tailor instruction to students’ needs.

- We offer Speech support to children who have proven to show difficulty
in the acquisition of certain verbal language skills. A speech therapist works
with these children (push in and pull out) on expressive, oral, written and
receptive language skills.

Language B: Language acquisition in Spanish

Currently the world language of instruction at Franklin Academy is Spanish.
All PYP students receive forty minutes of Spanish-language instruction once a
week. Forty minutes of face-to-face instructional time is facilitated by a



trained educator who models conversational Spanish and provides students
with opportunities to practice face-to-face conversation. The Spanish
teacher also connects to what students are learning in their PYP Units of
Inquiry. All teachers support students’ learning of Spanish through bilingual
vocabulary and other displays in the classroom.

All MYP students take a Spanish course each year of the programme(unless
they are in Intensive Reading due to the county requirements).

Students are encouraged to use Spanish in a variety of contexts to reinforce the
importance of learning a second language by providing opportunities to
communicate with the school community and share language knowledge with
their families. It is understood that reinforcing, supporting, and extending
classroom work is an important aspect of embedding Spanish throughout the
students’ daily lives. We also encourage Spanish-speaking parents and
members of the community to participate with us in expanding opportunities for
students to develop and practice second-language skills.

Additionally, we make every opportunity to explore the Hispanic culture as it is
a part of our school and community population.

Mother tongue support:

It is the philosophy at Franklin Academy that a student’s mother tongue be
supported and nurtured. To this end,

• All staff encourages the use of mother tongue as a means of
expression

• Translators are provided at conferences and parent information
sessions

• The library collection is updated each year to contain books in the mother
tongue languages spoken in our school and community

• We are constantly promoting global mindedness as a way to study the
other countries, cultures and languages represented at Franklin
Academy.

Franklin Academy has employed IB MYP and PYP staff members who are



bilingual to help assist when translators are needed in all communication
needs and during parent/student conferences. To further support our
diverse families, we will translate all policy documents into Spanish. All IB
MYP teachers are required to successfully complete the necessary
professional development in ELL and ESOL, which is mandated by the state
of Florida.
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